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Wheat blast (WB), caused by the fungus Magnaporthe oryzae B.C. Couch (anamorphPyricularia oryzae Cavara), has caused up to 40 to 100% crop loss in South America (Kohli et al. 2011) . WB was first detected in Argentina during 2007 in a limited area in the northern region of the country (Cabrera and Gutierrez 2007) . During the 2012 growing season, M. grisea was found in wheat plants belonging to an experimental assay at IFSC, Lavallol, Lomas de Zamora, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina (Perelló et al. 2013) . No additional instances of the disease were found in neighboring fields. Examination of diseased plants showed the presence of elliptical, grayish to tan necrotic lesions with dark borders on the leaf. On spikes, blackening of the rachis and partial bleaching was observed.
Incubation of these plants in a moist chamber for 12 h led to the production of pyriform conidia from these lesions typical of Pyricularia-like fungus. Single-spore isolates of the fungus were obtained by transferring conidia to acidified 1.5% water agar and then transferring single, germinated conidia to V8 juice agar and OMA medium. For long term preservation, fungal material was grown and kept on dry filter paper in polypropylene tubes. M. oryzae was also successfully isolated during oryzae (Subramanian 1968) . A culture specimen was deposited in the IFSC herbarium (No. PGW0812). Our results indicate that M. oryzae has established itself in the principle wheat agroecological region of Buenos Aires, Argentina, and may pose a significant threat to wheat production, and therefore poses a significant threat to wheat production in Argentina.
